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DADS IN THE EARLY YEARS — WOODVALE FAMILY CENTRE 

Statement by Member for Kingsley 
MS A.R. MITCHELL (Kingsley) [5.29 pm]: I met with a wonderful group of fathers based at the Woodvale 
Family Centre who attend a program called Dads in the Early Years, which is coordinated by Gary Segal from 
the Meerilinga organisation. According to a survey conducted by Meerilinga Young Children’s Services, fathers 
of young children have frequently reported that the family services are too focused on the mother and are not 
particularly father friendly. On the other hand, family services staff report that despite their best intentions and 
efforts, it is difficult to engage and involve fathers in their activities. Dads in the Early Years was first 
established by Meerilinga in 2006. The Woodvale group has been going for two and a half years and 
approximately 30 fathers have accessed this service. Most have been stay-at-home fathers, although some have 
been dads who have attended on their days off from work. Of the stay-at-home fathers, most have been in stable 
relationships in which the female partner works in a well-paid position to maintain financial stability. A few 
fathers have had home-based businesses to bring in extra income. The group based at Woodvale Family Centre, 
which meets once a week, has a strong focus on being a place where both children and fathers discuss issues that 
concern them and have fun together. Some children graduate to the Meerilinga Early Learning Program. I 
congratulate Meerilinga and Alison Kindred, coordinator for the Woodvale Family Centre, for promoting such a 
positive group for men. In a society in which the demographics of the workforce are changing and the incidence 
of men being the primary caregivers is on the increase, this service is a valuable opportunity for fathers to get 
together to develop positive relationships with other fathers and their children. 
 


